
SUDBURY & DISTRICT MOTOR CYCLE & LIGHT CAR CLUB  

NOW SUDBURY MOTOR CYCLE CLUB LTD

In the late 1950’s several likeminded people interested in motor cycling started meeting each Saturday afternoon at 
Johnny Cooper’s Motor Cycle shop in Gaol Lane, Sudbury.  After a time it was suggested they formed a Club and a meeting 
was arranged at the Woodpecker Restaurant Market Hill (now a National Coffee Shop).  The inaugural meeting took place 
on 14th August 1958 and was chaired by the well known local journalist Jack Leathley junior. A previous Sudbury Motor 
Cycle Club folded in 1934. A guest speaker, George Bowers chairman of the Bury St Edmunds M.C.C.  told those present 
how to start or re-start the club, what a club did, what is had to have, using as an example his own club which he helped 
to reform nine years earlier. He also said the club and all its members would have to become affiliated to the Auto Cycle 
Union (ACU). Another guest speaker P.C.  Jarrold of the West Suffolk Police Traffic Department told the meeting if the club 
was reformed it would have the blessing of the Sudbury Road Safety Committee and the local Police. P.C. Jarrold also said 
“we are 100 per cent behind the idea of any club.  You will not often find a bad motor cyclist in a Motor Cycle Club.  If we 
can be of assistance we are always glad to help”.  Mr & Mrs John Sargeant were elected joint Secretaries and the temporary 
committee was formed and consisted of Messrs R Bitten, G Berry, J R Cooper, DH Mattock, D E Walker and E E Harman. The 
next meeting was arranged for 18th September.

At the meeting on September 18th Mr D H Steed of Great Cornard promised the newly formed Sudbury & District Motor 
Cycle and Light Car Club the use of land to be used as a track. A committee was elected and consisted of Chairman: Mr 
E Harman, Vice Chairman: Mr J Cooper, Secretary Mr J Sargeant, Treasurer: Mr G D Berry, Press Secretary: Mr P A C Keyse, 
Committee members: Messrs L R Bitten, C S Witt, D E Walker, Miss M Nunn and Mrs C Smith.  Subscriptions were agreed 
at 7s 6d (38 pence) for male members and 5s (25 pence) for lady members.  A club room was offered by the Spread Eagle 
public house in Cross Street with the first of weekly meetings starting on Tuesday September 30th.



The Final Account Book for 1958 to 1962 still exists and shows from formation to the end of the year the Club was very 
active.  There were 17 club nights, a Whist Drive and a Christmas Party as well as the affiliation to the Eastern Centre of the 
Auto Cycle Union on Sunday 8th November, the ACU being the governing body of Motor Cycle Sport in Great Britain and 
its Patron since 1952 has been H.R.H. Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh. Membership was 46 male members, 13 female 
members, 2 boy members plus another 2 members and the Club made a profit of £33.  In 1959 the Club became more 
adventurous as well as holding Whist Drives they organised Dances entered a float in the Sudbury Carnival, entered team 
in the Cornard Flower Show and the extra income enabled the Club to buy table tennis equipment and billiard table. 

The Club formed a Motor Cycle Stunt Team and attended several Fetes and the Final Accounts Book shows in 1961 the 
Stunt Team performed at Cornard Flower Show, Troston Church Fete, Bury Football Club Fete and Bildeston Flower Show.  
One of the Stunts was riding through a blazing Tunnel of Fire and at the Troston Fete one of the team went missing but 
returned wearing only swimming trunks, crash helmet and boots and rode through blazing fire of the tunnel.  No film or 
photographs exist of this feat but the member was Bob Cadge of Long Melford.  

The Club started organising Sporting Trials in 1959 and in 1963 and 1964 won the Inter Club Trials Shield also in 1964 
organised the Eastern Experts Trial on behalf of the local governing body. In 1970 they held their first East Anglian National 
Trial in conjunction with the Braintree MCC, Castle (Colchester) MCC and Halstead MCC. This event run over the next 
fourteen years and rounds of the British Trials Solo and Sidecar Championship were held as well as the Inter Centre Team 
Trials Contest again both Solo and Sidecars.  In January 1971 the Club made a Trial Demo Film on behalf of Anglia Television 
and footage this exists to this day.



Back to 1960 the Club wanted to run Speed Events and their 
first meeting was a Mountain Grass Track at Tye Farm Great 
Cornard in conjunction with the Rendlesham MCC now 
renamed Woodbridge MCC.  Upon this success they wanted 
to run a Scramble and the owner of Tye Farm, Donald Steed, 
made available the Grass Track field plus adjoining field 
and Spinney and the first Scramble was run in 1961 and later that year the Club run another Grass Track on a different 
field.  1962 turned out to be a momentous year for the first Scramble the Club obtained entries from local Suffolk rider 
Dave Bickers who was European 250cc Champion in 1960 and 1961 and Jeff Smith another top British Champion who 
was only seen in East Anglia at the National Shrubland Park Events, Jeff went on in 1964 and 1965 to win the World 
500cc Championship.  These two riders attracted nearly 10,000 spectators on the day.  The next Scramble was in May and 
then the Club run a third one in July with proceeds going to the British Red Cross.  For the remainder of 1962 the Club 
were expecting to run two Sporting Trials however Anglia Television got into contact and asked the Club to organise 
a Scramble which they could televised and this happened in September.  Thinking that was it for 1962 the BBC came 
calling and the Club organised the second BBC Grandstand Trophy Scramble in November and their commentator was 
the legendary Murray Walker.  1963 was a quieter year for Scrambles two were organised the first in March in which cine 
film footage became available in 2014 and the second meeting was in August being the Annual Eastern Centre Scrambles 
Championship which the Club won the Team Award.  However six days before that event another Scramble was organised 
for Anglia Television which they televised two days later.  The Club continued running Scrambles into the early 1970s.  







In 1966, 1969, 1973 and 1977 the Sudbury Mammoth Olde Tyme Rallye came into being the main joint promoters were 
Sudbury Rotary Club, Sudbury Round Table and the Sudbury Motor Cycle Club. These events held first at Great Waldingfield 
and then Long Melford and consisted of Traction Engine, Veteran and vintage Motor Cars and Motor Cycles, Steam 
Galloping Horses, Light and Heavy Horses, Models with proceeds going to local Charities.  The Sudbury Club were totally 
responsible for the Car Parking.

From the mid 1970s Club members started riding in Trailcross events and then Enduros and at one time the Sudbury 
Club had the best English Team.  The Club then started organising Enduros starting with the Stennett 100 at Ingam near 
Bury St Edmunds and then nearer to home the Hyde Parker at Long Melford by courtesy of Sir Richard Hyde Parker.  Both 
these events attracted top British riders however when the Landowners wanted to use their Land for other purposes the 
Club had to look elsewhere.  Over the past few decades the Club have run various types of Enduros at Sible Hedingham, 
Hadham, Chappel and Great Cornard and in 2015 introduced over the Christmas period the Extreme Enduro which is two 
hours nonstop of riding bogs, logs concrete slabs and steep climbs which has proved successful with top British riders 
coming from the South East, West Country and the North to compete.



Sudbury members have not only had success in winning Eastern Centre Enduro Championship Titles 22 times, some have 
won British Junior Enduro Titles along with British Class Titles in Enduros but had a British 250cc Moto Cross Champion and 
a British Grass Track Champion.  Some members have served on the Eastern Centre ACU Board and assisted nationally.



The Club have invested over the years in appropriate machinery and equipment to help in setting up events and clearing 
up afterwards also for reinstatement of the owners Land.  The Club has taken a giant leap in technology by investing in 
wristband transponders which records the rider’s times and laps which is a great aid when riders numbers get covered with 
mud.

In the last 60 years have come a long way and take a responsible approach to Landowners and others which their goodwill, 
co-operation and help is greatly appreciated.


